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N purſuance of a, Letter of the 27th Jul. laſt from Mr. 
Hill, your Lordſhips Secretary, we have taken into Con- 
fideration what we apprehend” will be the beſt Method of 
 fecuring, improving, and extending, the African Trade; and have, 
given our Opinion in as full and explicit a Manner as we are able, 


with our Reaſons for ſuch Opinis. 


We have, in the firſt Place, taken Leave to offer ſome Con- 
Gderations. and Remarks on che late Propoſal, for preſerving and 
extending the Trade to "Africa by an open Company, without 
a Joint- Stock, and on an excluſive Icint- 
View of removing all Obfſtructions; ſo that this intricate and im- 
9 may be cleared up and ee 

ar nt. ee ret H ago 
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We are willing to give up all our Rights and Property in 
Africa for a reaſonable Compenſation, or, in caſe po Subſcription 
can be filled, for a moderate Joint-Stock with a free and open 
Trade, or no other certain Method ſhall be agreed on to ſecure to 
this Nation the Trade to the Gold Coaſt, Whyddah, and Gambia: 
We are willing to engraft with our Creditors upon a reaſonable Re- 
imburſement the Publick, to enable us to carry on the Afri- 
can Trade, and, particularly, to ſecure thoſe Branches which are 
of the utmoſt Canſequence to the Zritiſb Plantations in America, 
and, conſequently, to the Well-being of the Britiſb Nation. For 
which Purpoſe, we refer your Lordſhips to the following Parti- 


S148 e 8 EWR 7 E 
Conſiderations am tbe late Propofal for preſerving and extending 
the 5 rade to Africa, by an open Company without a Joint- 
| Stock. | ae 


It is ſubmitted, Whether any Perſon ſhould be made a Freeman 
of (ach an open Company, with Power to els& Committee:men, 
unleſs they ſhall prove, that they have actually traded to or from 
Africa, within the Year, for 100/. or ſome limited Sum ; and not 
to be a Freeman upon only ſaying, he intends to trade to Africa, 
and paying Forty Shillings; which, in all Probability, would be 
but an infignificant Aid, towards the Maintegance, Support, and 
Improvement, of the Forts and Settlements, and for providing 
Ammunition, and other Stores, and Officers and Soldiers, to defend 
the ſame. | * 
The Committee-men ſhould be under ſome Checks that they 
will be true and faithful to the Truſt repoſed in them, according. 
to the true Intent and Meaning of the intended Ac; and, particu- 
larly, that they will keep up the Number of Men, Great Guns, 
Caſtle-Slaves, and other Neceſſaries, for the Support and Defence 
of each of the Forts and Settlements in Africa, according to ſome 
certain Eſtimate ; and to have an Allowance-from-the Pablick, for 
a certain Term of Years, to anſwet the faid Purpoſes: Which, 
with ſome Rules of Government, as welF Civil as Military, as it 


* . ; 


now ftands in the preſent Charter of the Mrican Company, or in 
fome other Shape, ſhould be eſtabliſhed by the-ſafd intended Act: 


And the Committee- mer fliould: be obfige@ to aceount for the 
Piſpoſal of the publick Money in Afluru as thie-preſent {75can 
Company have done till within thefe few Fears, the Aeconnts not 
being come Home, £174 noma; * 

| Rl | ü 


| (7 ] 
It is to be feared, however, that the Committee-men will ſoon 
find the great Care and Weight that will lie on them by taking 
the Charge; diſpoſing of, and accounting for, the Public Money 
that ſhall be granted for the Support of the Forts and Settlements 
in Africa; which Accounts have uſually taken up about Forty 
Sheets of large Paper, for One Year only, cloſe wrote, and often 
copied, and concerns the Emplo t and Maintenance of many 
Hundreds of People, Whites and Blacks, and the Direction of a 
Civil and Military Government, and the Diſpoſal of Goods: And 
therefore it is apprehended, that it will be difficult, if not impra- 


cticable, to find proper Perſons, of ſufficient Ability, that will or 


can undertake an Affair that muſt be attended with ſo much 
Trouble; and ſo little Advantage ; befides the fatal Conſequences 
that may attend this Nation from the Loſs of the Britiſb Influ- 
ence; and, conſequently, the Britiſb Rights, Dominion, and Trade, 
on the Gold Coaſt, and at Gambia and Whyddah, for want of a 
ſufficient Allowance from the Publick, and a proper Management, 
with a permanent Trading-Stock. STA | 
And, moreover, the Committee-men, or the Majority of the 
Freemen that are to chuſe ſuch Committee-men, may, perad- 
venture, find it their Intereſt to trade chiefly to Angola, Calabar, 
and other Parts of Africa, where the worſt Sort of Negroes may 
be had at lower Prices than the beſt Sort on the Go/d Coaſt. May 
not Self-intereſt-prevail in this Caſe, as in other Caſes, and encou- 
rage ſuch Neglect, or MiſconduR, as may hazard the whole Gold 
Coaſt, and oblige the Britiſb Planters to give as much for the worſt 
Sort of Negroes, as they may otherwiſe get the beſt Sort of Ne- 
groes for; which better Sort of Negroes will then go to the Plan- 
_ tations of our Rivals in Trade; who will thereby increafe their 
Sngar-plantations upom our DowWn fas! 
Some ſpecial Proviſion, therefore; ſhould be made, to ſecure 4 
conftant and fufficient Refidence, and Supply of Goods, at all the 
_ Britiſh Forts and Settlements on the Gold Coaft, to carry on the 
Inland Trade, and thereby ſupport Alliances with the Natives of 
the adjoining. populous Towns, and their neighbouring Allies; and 
that there be! ſafficient united Forces, in Caſes of Inſults. This 
might be done, by raiſing Money*by Sabſcription, to afford a con- 
ſtant Supply of Goods at ſuch Forts and Factories on the on 
Coaft, and alſo at Fhyddab and Gambia, as may not be otherwiſe 
ſapplied by ſeparate Traders. But ſuch a Proviſion is no-ways 
made by the ſaid Propoſal, ſince no Money is to be taken up on 
the Common Seal; nor can any Money be raiſed upon a 2 


EH 


Seal to be expended where there are no Effects, or Security to 
anſwer a Reimburſement. 

And the Company ſhould be enabled to ſecure a Balance of 
Power on the Gold Coaſt, and at Gambia, againſt the Encroach- 
ments of the Dutch: and French,” or the Inſults of the Natives; 
and, in caſe of an Inſufficiency of Publick Money, on any Emer- 
gencies, to have Power to take up 1 and alſo a Security, that 
the ſame ſhall be afterwards repaid by the Publick ; which is no- 
ways provided 5 | 
And it can't be ſuggeſted, that any ſeparate Trader, or Traders, 

will advance any conſiderable Sum, upon the moſt urgent Occa- 
ſions, as in Caſes of ſudden Wars, neceſſary Repairs, or other- 
wiſe, upon the Footing of the faid Propoſal; whilſt there is no 
joint Obligation, or any Security for a Reimburſement. From 
hence it is evident, that theſe Things are not to be done without a 
Joint-Stock, in ſome Shape or other; together with a ſufficient 
and certain Allowance and Security from the Publick for ſome 
certain Term of Years, to enable a Company to anſwer all — 


A | 


II. 
Remarks on a Propyl fr . an exclufrve Company to carry on the 
African ade 10 the Gold Coaſt and Gambia. | 


Such a company to have thoſe Two Branches of T rade, could 
it be excluſive of the Dutch and French, might, indeed, prove of 
National Advantage ; and, as it now ſtands, they may find it ſome- 
what beneficial to themſelves, as they will buy Negroes cheaper 
in Africa, than a great Variety of Britiſh ſeparate Traders bidding 
upon one another: But there cannot be any great Difference, as 
the Dutch and French will always be ready to buy ſuch Negroes 
as the Engliſb refuſe, or bid a low Price for; ſince the Dutch are 
interſperſed. with the Engliſh throughout the whole Gold Coaſt, 
and, in ſome Parts, within Gun- ſhot of our Settlements ; and the 
French are in the Neighbourhood of Gambia, and now trade 
largely on the Gold Caf. And if ſuch a Company ſhould under- 

take this Trade without any Publick Aid, whilſt the French and 
Dutch grant large Bounties, Exemptions from Duties, and other 
Immunities, to ſupport their African Trade; the whole Charge of 
maintaining the Br:ti/h Forts and Settlements would lie, in great 
. meaſure, on the American Plantations: Since ſuch a Charge muſt 


be made up by an extraordinary Price upon the Sale of N egroes in 


"the 


191 

the Britiſb Plantations, as well as to Foreigners; or theſe Two 
Branches of the African Trade muſt be flung up to our Rivals 
juſt mentioned. —And, moreover, it is to be obſerved, that the 
private Intereſt of ſuch an excluſive Company will ever be oppo- 
ſite to the Proſperity and Increaſe of our Colonies. It will be too 
much ſuch a Company's Intereſt to keep them thinly ſupplied with 
the beſt Sort of Negroes, as that is the ſureſt Means to preſerve 
and augment their Profit. | 


/ 


And, further, if this Trade is put into the Hands of an opulent 
Company, whoſe Stock ſhall amount to Millions ; then the Profits 
thereof will be ſo infignificant to every Individual, as not to be felt: 
Which may prove a Temptation to thoſe in the Direction, to 
make the African Coaſt a Receptacle for ſuch as may be alto- 
gether unfit for the Truſt that may be repoſed in them: And, 
beſides, the Competition will be too powerful for the ſeparate 
Traders ; which may, in Time, weary them out, and ſo leave the 
Trade a Monopoly, to the Prejudice of ſeveral populous trading 
Towns, and of the American Plantations and, conſequently, to 
the Prejudice of the Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom. 

A well regulated Company with a Joint- Stock, and a free and 
open Trade, ſeems to be the moſt eligible; for the following 
Reaſons: Becauſe it is apprehended that ſuch a Company, with 
a moderate Joint-Stock, and-a ſufficient Allowance from the Pub- 
lick for a certain Term of Years, to ſupport the Britiſb Honour, 
Dominion, and Juriſdiction, in Africa, and to maintain the Forts 
and Caſtles in a defenſible and reſpectable Condition, and to have 
a conſtant Supply of Goods at the ſeveral Forts and Settlements in 
Africa, partly to be ſent from England by the Company, and the 
Remainder to be purchaſed in Africa, of the Britiſh ſeparate 
Traders, in Exchange for Negroes, and other Aricans Products, 
or for Bills of Exchange, will be able to afford great Advantages 
to all ſeparate Traders, as well as to the Planters in America, by 
means of a quick Diſpatch from the Coaſt; ſo as to ſave in De- 
murrage, and to avoid Diſtempers in the Negroes uſually con- 
tracted by means of being too long confined on board the Trading 
Ships which carry them off, as well after they are purchaſed by 
the Planters, as before ſuch Purchaſe. And ſuch a Company, 
and their Agents and Factors in Africa, may be encouraged, to 
avoid carrying it with a high Hand, to the Prejudice of the Britiſb 
ſeparate Traders; and to be guarded againſt a Monopoly by being 
encouraged to trade with ſuch 8 Traders in Nevrors, Fw 
| other 
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other Merchandize, ſo that each Party may apply hemſclves to 


thoſe Branches of Trade that ſuit them beſt. And for further 
promoting an Harmony and good Underſtanding between ſuch a 
Company and all Britiſb ſeparate Traders, there may be a * 
; — care "by the Publick to alt ſuch Traders for 
1 they ſhall buy of the Company at Cape Craft Caſtle 
on Gall — and at James Fort in the River Gambia, to be 
regularly entered in the Council-books at the ſaid Two Settle- 
ments, and then to be carried ee Plantations in Ame- 
rica, and ſold there; ſuch Bounty to be — upon proper Certi- 
j cates being produced, in Landon, — Negroes were bought 
and ſold as eld. And, further, 2 —— Agents and 
Factors in Africa may be permitied to charge the Company ex- 
traor Commiſſions on all Negroes they ſhall fell to ſuch ſe- 
Traders at the ſaid Two Settlements ; and, in general, that 
the ſaid Company, and their Conſtituents, give fach te Tra- 
ders a friendly Reception and Relief at the ſeveral Forts and Caſtles, 
under proper Penalties on ſuch as ſhall act otherwiſe. * 
There are many trivial Objections to a Joint-Stock Company, 
founded upon Prejudice and Miſinformation : But the Security of 
the Trade to the Gold Coaft, Whyddah, and Gambia, is the main 
Point to be confidered ; and, in caſe the Objections to the before- 
mentioned open Company and excluſive 8 _— be an- 
ſwered, or provided for, and that neither. of opoſals, nor 
any other, ſhall be thought preferable to a Nine rok C Company, 
as here propoſed ; We do, in purſuance of your Lordſhips Com- 
mands, offer the following Plan, or Propoſals, for a 1 LJ 


But n , however, can be lots to ſecure this Trade, until 
| the Incumbrances that now lie on the African Company are 
clear'd off, in order to encourage Adventurers in this Trade: And, 
when all Circumſtances are duly weighed, it is apprehended, that 
no leſs than 150,000/. can be judged a reaſonable £ ſation 
to the Company, and their Creditors : ly when it is con- 
| fider'd;' that, after the Company were depriv'd of their excluſive 
Privilege granted by Charter, they have been burdened with the 
Charge of the Forts and Settlements, whilſt the private Traders, 


3. The French ſeparate Traders take Las Se be ex a and | 


pay wv Livres, which is about 97. 24. , per Head for every Negro they carry off | 


the Coaſt; and the French exempt One Half of their Duties in France on Sugar, and all 

other American Products mken tn — for Negroes. carried to their Plantations from 
Hica (which is from 407, to 34. per Head), belides eee 
ps: beats Mae 


and 


Lui 


and the Nation, have been reaping the Advantage; and; particu» 
larly, from the Year 1713. to 1730. without any Allowance from 

the Publick to the Company; and from 1730. to 1746. with 
only an Allowance of 10,0001. per Annum to the Company; and 
ſince that Time no Allowance at all. Admitting the Company 
expended or advanced only 10,0001. per Annum, for the Support 
and Maintenance of the Forts and Caſtles, from 1713. to 1730. 
(altho that is far ſhort of the real Expence); that alone, at & per 
Cent. per Annum, Compound Intereſt, to this Time, would amount 
to upwards of 600,000/, and the Sum propoſed as a Compen- 
ſation for all their faid Expences, and alſo for the firſt Coſt of their 
Forts and Caſtles, purchaſed and built at a vaſt E , and for 
their Negroes, and other Property, in Africa, is but One Quarter- 
Part of that Sum, or Five Shillings in the Pound; and flinging all 
their ſaid Property into the Bargain. | 


Propoſals for a rs won 10 ſeture, improve, and 

extend, the African Trade; with à moderate Foin- 
Stock, and proper Encouragements to all Britiſh ſeparate 
Tr ader 5. ; 1. 


I. THAT there be, forthwith, a Subſcription to raiſe the 8um 
of 150, oo0 J. for a Trading Stock, to be paid in as ſhall 
hereafter be agreed on; and, in caſe the Inland Trade ſhall increaſe, 
then to raiſe an Addition to ſuch Capital, in Proportion to ſuch 
Increaſe : But ſpecial Care to be taken that ſuch a Capital be ex- 
tended no further than to what may be neceſſary to carry on the 
Inland Trade in Africa effectually, whereby every Proprietor will 
feel the Profits that may ariſe thereupon ; which will naturally en- 
courage them to be watchful that the Trade be carried on for the 
common Good of all Parties intereſted, according to the Intention 
of the Legiſlature. Wh 


II. That the faid Subſcribers, after the Riyal African Company 
ſhall be diveſted of their Pro according to the Reſolution of 
Parliament of the Thirtieth of May laſt, be adjudg'd and deem d 
the ſame Body Politick as was incorporated by King Charles II. 
and to have proper Powers, and be under ſuch Regulations, as ſhall 
anſwer the Purpoſes above-mentioned ; and alſo to have the Care 
of the Britiſb Forts and Caſtles in Africa for the Benefit of a 5 


4 
— 
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and open Trade, with all due Encouragements from the Publick 
to ſecure the Britiſb Rights and Trade, and to promote an Har- 
mony and good Underſtanding between the Company and all Bri- 
tiſb ſeparate Traders. And, particularly, that the Publick grant 
to all itil ſeparate T raders a Bounty of 205. per Head for 
every Negro they ſhall buy of the Company at Cape Cogſt Caſtle, 
or at James Fort in Gambia, to be regularly entered in the Coun- 
cil-Books at the faid Two Settlements, and to be carried to the 
Britiſh Plantations in America, and ſold there: Such Bounty to 
be paid upon proper Certificates being produced. in London, that 
ſuch Negroes were bought and ſold as aforeſaid : And that the 
Company permit their Agents to charge 3 per Cent. extraordinary 
Commiſſions on all ſuch Negroes as they ſhall ſell. to N ne ſe- 
parate Traders at the ſaid Two Gettiemants. 91.58 


ITI. That the New Company keep up the Number of Men, 
1: Great Guns, Caſtle- Slaves, and other Neceſſaries for the Support 

and Defence of each of the Forts and Settlements: in Africa, 
according to ſome certain Eſtimate; with a Proviſion from the 
Publick for Tears: Whereof 18,000/. per Annmum to 
anſwer the African Charges, and * EN Annum for Salaries, 
Houſe- Rent, and all — ay Cha gement in England. 
And ſome Proviſion ſhould be — to rebuild che Fort at 
mabve, and where elſe our _ ſhall * ay! excluſive 


IV. That the Whole be under a proper Survey and Inſpe&ion, 
attended with Power to ſee and ee the 112 of the 
Service intended. | 


We, the Subſcribers, do ſeveralh agree to the — ahve: 
written; and to fulfil our reſpective Sabſert 1 accord- 
ing to the Sums annexed to our Names. 


weit cha e inner be diced; os; in b Wer 
Adventurers ſhall not care to engage in a permanent Joint- Stock; 
the following Propoſals are offer d, for 575 „ Con- 


ſideration. 


L ThHar the preſent Rights and Property of the Royal African 
Company of England be. valued at 150, ooo l. — 125, oo0 l. 


thereof, more or *. according to what ſhall ** to be due, ” be- 
| * 


and all Britiſh ſeparate Traders, and the ſame Survey 


. [#3] 


long to their Creditors - and theRemainder to the of their 
Stock: And that the Whole de cografied i into 15,000 Shares, at 
10. per Share. 


II. That the Publick, in Confideration of the Expences of the 
Ga Company in maintaining the Forts and Caſtles for many Years 
without any Allowance at all, grant to the faid Company r50;0001. 
for a Trading Stock; and no Dividends, to ©» ny Ac- 
count 1 but Nn the Froit of > . 

o MI. That there be. the Lame Provident an the n to 
ſecure the Britiſb Rights and Trade in Africa, and to promote an 
Harmony and good Underſtanding between the ſaid Old Copy 


ſpection as are propos'd in the —_— 8 e for a Wbfcription 
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| Sheweth, F 


NAT a new Sub and Deputy- Governor, and moſt of the 
Court of Aſſiſtants, who were never in the Direction of 


_ this Company before, having been elected on the Fifth inſtant, | 


they immediately order'd a General Court to be called this Day; 
and, in purſuance of the Letter with which your Lordſhips were 
pleaſed to honour them, the Fayour whereof they acknowlego 

with much Gratitude, do, with all Submiſſion, preſume to lay 


the following Thoughts before your Lordſhips, as the more 
effectual means to retrieve, extend, and pteſerve the Commerce 
of the Britiſb Nation to Africa. 


Io enter, on the one hand, into a Detail of the 8 
of the Trade to Africa, endeavour to make it appear the Support 


of the Sugar-Colonies, and demonſtrate how nearly. North 
America is connected with, and depends upon, the Proſperity 
of thoſe Colonies; or, on the other, to ſhew the. vaſt Improve - 
ments made by France in their African Trade, and conſequently 


the great Increaſe of their Sugar · Colonies, the Encroachments 


that Nation are daily making upon the Coaſt of Africa, having 


er excluded us from the — and the Endeavours 
| * they 
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they are uſing to interfere with us on the Gold-Coalt at J/hydab 

and Gambia, where if they once are permitted to get a Foot- 
ing, and fortify themſelves, they will ſoon-prevent the Traffick 
of His Majeſty's Subjects; would, in our humble Opinion, be 
taking up too much Time in explaining what muſt be ſo well 
known to your Lordſhips: And therefore, taking the above for 
granted, we ſhall proceed humbly to offer what we think the 
moſt proper Means to retrieve, extend, and preſerve the Trade 
of the Brit; Subjects to Africa, and render the ſame more 
deneficial to the Colonies, and ſeparate Traders. 


I. We preſume that this can nevet be accompliſh d, but bj 
maintaining the Company's Forts and Settlements upon the Coal 
in a proper and teſpectable State of Defence,  ' _ 
This is very evident from the many Reſolutions of the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons, ſhewing the Neceſlity of ſupport- 
ing the Forts and Ciſttes of the Company, which have coſt a 
Million ar leaſt ; as it is by the Strength of them alone that 
this Nation can maintain theif Weight and Dignity upon that 
Coaſt, or be able to prevent the Enctoachments of the French 
and other Nations, notwithſtanding it has been reported by 

ſome, that they were of no Utility. But this could not pro- 

ccd from Sentiments confined to a preſent momentary Advan- 
tage, without any Regard to the Honour of the Nation, the 
public Welfare, ot the ſecuring this Trade to Poſterity. 


II. That as this cannot be done effectually, without a ſuf- 
ficient Aid of Parliament, we conceive, that whatever Sum they 
are pleaſed to give, will be more uſctully applied by an incorpo- 
rated Body of Men, with a Joint-Stock. For, ſuppoſing the Di. 
rectors of ſuch a. Company to be Men of Candour and Pro erty, 
and ſuch whoſe Intereſt it is to ſupport the Trade to Africs 
with a View in particular to the Welfare of the' Colonics, as 
well as the inland Trade, they muſt appear more adapted for 
this Truſt than any Committee of feparate Traders, whoſe im- 
mediate Profits may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be their principal 
Object; and who cannot be made anſwerable to the Publis 
(being fo ſubject to change, and give up their Truſt) as an in- 
corporated Body of Men, who act upon more extenſive ank 
beneficial Principles for the Public; And we beg Leave to ſay, 
that, if ſuch a Body of Men had not been enabled by their 
Charter to build Forts and Caſfles upon the Coaſt of Africa, 
we fhould probably at this time be obliged to apply to our 


Rivals 
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| Rivals for Negroes, or perhaps to take our Sugars from them; 
as we have for many Years paſt, and till do, Indigo. 


III. That, as the propoſed Joint-Stock Company are not to 
enjoy the Benefit of an excluſive Charter, we think it will be 
very eaſily made appear, that they can be rendered extremely 
uſcful to ſeparate Traders, in their Slaving upon the Coaſt. . 
The Company, having Factors continually reſiding there, will 
be able not only to purchaſe Slayes, and ſell them to Traders at 
a much cheaper Rate than is uſually done by Captains of Ships, 
but diſpatch them in a quarter Part of the Time they are com- 
monly obliged to lay down upon the Coaſt ; which will enable 
them to carry a greater Number, and healthier Slaves to our 
Colonies, and to ſell them cheaper, with a more certain Pro- 
fit to themſelyes: For which Slaves the Company will take the 
Cargoes cartied abroad, in Payment ; and, by keeping Journals 
open to the Inſpection of all Captains, of the prime Coſt of 
their Negroes, ir may be mutually agreed between the ' ſeparate 
Traders and the Company, how much per Cent. is to be allowed 


for Profits on ſuch Barters. ik * aq 


IV. To prevent the Company from being obliged to keep 
too great a Number of Slaves provided for the ſeparate Traders 
upon hand, we preſume they ought to have Liberty of ſending 
à cettain Number annually to our Colonies, after having kept 


them at leaſt Thirty Days, without an Opportunity of Sale, 


This may meet with great Oppoſition from many of the 
ſeparate Traders; but we eſteem it the only means to eſtabliſn 
a good Underſtanding between them and the Company, and of 
providing the Colonies with proper and cheap Negroes; as, 
without it, the feparate Traders would have a Monopoly, dan- 
gerous in its Conſequences to the Colonies, and the Company 
be undone by the ſeparate. Traders refuſing to purchaſe their 
Slaves for ſome time, ar be obliged to ſell them at great Loſs: 
All which 'this Liberry may be a means of preventing, 


V. We propoſe, that the Tranſactions of this Joint Stock 
Company ſhall. be ſubject to ſuch annual Parliamentary Inquiry, 
Penalties, and Regulations, in regard of the Application of the 
Money given by Parliament, as to the Legiſlature ſhall ſeem 
fit; that the good Ends propoſed may be fully anſwered, and 
the Brityh Negro and Inland Trade on the Coaſt of Africa be 
n OL, etrieved, 


4. 2 
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retricyed, extended, and preſerved to all His Majeſty's Subjects, 
ſeparate Traders, as well as to the Company. 

To recapitulate the many Expences incurred, and Loſſes ſuſ- 
tained, by the Royal African Company, in purchaſing, building, 
and maintaining their Forts and Settlements, or examine into 
the Cauſes which have reduced them to their preſent low Situa- 
tion, while the feparate Traders have been raiſing great Fortuncs 
upon their Ruins ; though it might be an Apology for the Loſs 
of their original Capital, yet it might be made uſe of as an 
Argument againſt their Management; but at the ſame time it 
would plainly demonſtrate, that, under proper Direction, Pru- 
dence, and Oeconomy, a Company may carry on this Com- 
merce, if enabled to ſupport their Forts and Caſtles by Aid from 
Parliament; at leaſt with equal or ſuperior Advantage to any 
ſeparare Traders, in point of purchaſing Slaves upon the Coaſt, 
and with far greater Opportunities of extending the Inland Trade 
of Africa in Elephants Teeth, Gum, Dye-woods, Drugs, Bees- 
Wax, Gold, ec. which is known to be very conſiderable. 
It is upon theſe Conſiderations, my Lords, that we have re- 


| ſolved upon a Change of Meaſures in the furure Management 


of our Affairs; and having maturely weigh'd, on the one hand, 

all the Diſadvantages we labour under, with a Load of abour 
One hundred and Thirty thouſand Pounds Debt, the ruinous 
Condition of our Forts and Caſtles, the loſt Credit and Repu- 
tation of the Company; and impartially conſidered; oh the other 
hand, that, as the juſt Demands upon the Company ought ro 
be diſcharged, their Forts and Caſtles by ſome Body of Men, 

or Joint-Stock Company, ſupported, and proper means uſed 
to re-eſtabliſh the Credit of the Company; notwithſtanding 
all the Difficulties. we have to encounter with, we flatter our- 
lelves, by a ſufficient Parliamentary Aid, and a proper Direction 
and Oeconomy, the Royal African Company may yet be ſaved, 
and brought back to a flouriſhing Situation, to the great Benefit 
of ſeparate Traders, and the Colonies. We would not be too 
ſanguine in our Promiſes; but the moſt heatty and diſi ntereſted 
Endeayours ſhall not be wanting. 

It is humbly conceived, that an annual race, according 
to the annexed Eſtimate for the Term of Thirty two Years, and 
no leſs, with the greateſt Oeconomy, will be neceſſary to enable 
the preſent Royal African Company to reſiore their Forts and 
Settlements on the Coaſt, and ſupport them in a proper and 
reſpectable State of Defence, and raiſe a ſufficient Joint- Stock 


to a on a very beneficial Inland Trade, and keep a conti- 
E nual 
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naal Supply of the beſt Negroes for ſeparate Traders. At the 
ſame time it will be requiſite, that the Parliament ſhould enable 
the Company to agree with their Creditors, by paſſing a Bill 
to make effectual ſuch Agreement as ſhall be ſigned and con: 
ſented to by Two Thirds of their Creditors in Number _ | 
Value, by a Time to be limited; and in the mean time all 
Proſecutions againſt the Compavy to be ſtayed. a. 

If, upon granting the above Parliamentary Aid, the Credit 
of the Company ſhould be ſo far recover 3 as to induce Gen: N 
tlemen to ſubſcribe a Ioint- Stock, and depend upon the Profits 
af their Trade for their Dividends, they will then ſubmit to 
whatever Regulations or Penaltics ſhall g thought proper by 
Parliament, for the faithful Ap plication of the whole Sum they 


I 


receive to re-eſtabliſh and Pkg their Forts and Settlements. 


Should the Company's preſent Situation make Men of For- 
tune diffident, and unwilling to ſubſcribe the Sum re wie ad 
carrying on their Trade, we muſt then moſt 3 
the Permiſſion of Parliament to depolite the annual NE 5 
3000 J. of the aboye Aid, in the Bank of England, as a Secu- 
rity upon which a trading Stock may be raiſed, that they may 
not be put under a Neceſſity of giving exorbitant Intereſt, or 
obliged to accept of a Subſcription upon too diſadvantageous 
Terms; the Company, in that Caſe, obliging themſelves to 
apply ſuch annual Sum of Three thouſand Ponnds in Africa 
(out of the Profits of their Trade) as directed by Parliament, 
for the Support of their ſaid Forts and Settlements, in lieu of 
5 5 annual Sum of Three thouſand Pounds ſo 5 th de- 
Polite Gf | Cl 


© Theſe, my Lords are nike obvious Reaſons which occur to us: 
1. For the Neceſlity of ſupporting our Forts and Settlements 
2. For the Grant of ſuficienr Parliamentary Aid * Thirty- 


two Yeats; and entruſting the Application of the fame rather 
to a en Company, than any Set of en Men. 


3. To ſhew the means by which fach 2 Joint Stock Cs 
pany, under proper Regulations, may be made very _ to 
ſeparate Traders, and the Colonics. 8 


7 * P ” * 
, AJ : 


i 


e Anh 2 Method, by which me Company will not 
5 Ie: ſubject to the Diſtreſſes they might otherwiſe be laid under, 
dy the feparate Traders eee Slaves of them. 


* VE 5 


5. The intentions Site Company to lay themſelves under 
uch Reſtrictions in the * of the Money == as 
to make it anſwer the good _ which it is intended. 4 


— 


17 1 — 4 . E 0 * : 
* ” , 4 


Fa We malt no Doubt jhey yu, ave het proper Weight with, "op 
your Lordſhips, as We i e * tie foregoing Plan for tge 
eaſieſt, moſt certain, effectual, oth lating Method of retrieving, 
extending, and wy he 7 Trade to Wies and ſupporting 855 
the Dignity and Weight: of 5h Britif Nation upon that Coaſt. 

70 0 5 I * 
We N humbly deſir your Lonnie would be plenled LY: 
to accept of this a5, the pteſent Senſe, of this General Gout, <& 18 


9 


SF! ti = 


We ſhall conchude,, with jpoquairjing your Lordſhips, ND 
as we cannot hel thinkif his our Memorial rd with 4 
the Views of the "Britiſh Planters, we ſhall readily concur in 
- ſuch Meaſures as may conyirice them, that this our Plan is cal- - TOY 
culated not only particularly, for their Encouragernent, but alſo | | 
conſequently, for the "Ervvouragement, and "en Benefit, of N 
the Brit;h Nation: 
All which is moſt humbly fabmirted, 


37 Order of b General Court of N G9. 
” the Royal African Company / 7 
England, 5 OG; $ | 


. Ad. Spence, Seeretar, 
African Houſe, Jan. 11. | "I 
dhe. of PIO OL af 2 QN A ＋ Len & : 1 


* 
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African-Houſe, Jan. 11. 1 749. 


An ESTIMATE of the Charges of a Military Force. proper 
ꝙ0 be eftabliſhed' for maintaining and ſuperring the reſpective 
| Forts and Settlements belonging” to the Royal African Com- 

pany of England on the Coaft of Africa... ab dt oof id. 


$7 > 3+» > $36 Wl 


I. James Fort in the River Gaube y 36 Gn e 
4. 6. d. Vo 4. 


Per Diem. Per u. 
1 Captain * Eee, o 10 182 10 [ 1“ 
1 Lieutenant gh—V o 5 9 2 to. n 2941599004 *LO7 
1 Enſign” ern 3 8 0 4 O 73 0/ 0 4 ere. 4.— 
1 Secretary' — —: — 0 5 ᷣ obe 5 o 347 1b ate: os 
0 Storekeeper _ — — 3 .Q].g4-15:-'0f./ . 5 tz 
1 Serjeant — — — 0 2 6] 45 12 6 : 
128 FT LT 03 0] l 
x Drummer — „ e 
5 30 Soldiers 2 * we 0 6 273 15 0 bai r 7 
1 Surgeon — — 0 86 ol09 10..0 | 
I Surgean's Mate — 0 4 0 73 0 0 2 12 
60 Black Soldiers, including Black EE LING I TY PRES: 
Artificers and Labourers —— $® .* 6/54 547,29 ROE of =: 
Recruiting 60 Blacks, at 1 Man in 20 e vr 7 11 od lo. 49) 
x 75 ; Ann. and 1 5 l. per Man — Ns 99-1,9 os. FITS 4 T3 „ 15 
Nee Inſtruments — 150 0 © 


a Proviſions for 30 90 later at 12 d. | 
OR: aa cen a IE Þ- | 
a Offers. and Men under | the Head. 4 Ord- 
nance Service. * 71 
x Engineer and Surveyor —— 0 6 oftqeg 10 
1 Maſter-Gunner — — 0 4 3 oO 
* 2 Gunner's Mates , - —— o 2 of 73 o 
10 Artificers, Smiths, Carpenters, | 4 IG 
Maſons, Bricklayers, Armour- o 3 01547 10 
ers, Sawyers — —— 
For recruiting 55 White Men u f this Ri-) 
ver with 10 Men per Am. n —5 150 O 
Charges of their Paſſage 
For Charges of a Sloop, and ocher 88 = 
: Craft, to attend the Service of the Fore © _ 
For Timber, Stone, Lime, and other Ma-) )! 
terials, or Reps oe ried he 250 © | 
Country — 


For Ammunition, ſuch as Gun-Carriages 
85 | Cannon- bullets, Gunpowder, . a 
af and all other Military Stores; alſo for BY 
e M.,aterials for Repairs, fuch S Boards, 0300 © of 
Iron, Ironwork, Bricks, Tarras, Lead, | 1 
Sc. alſo for Tools and Stores of al 3 
Kinds for Smiths, Carpenters, Maſons, 1 


* 


Armourers, Bricklayers, and Labourers x 
. | Carried over 2 6 


| Proviſions for 8 Soldiers, at 129. per Man | 


| L J. a 
IL Avnamalide Fort. S. | 
Bring @ Place of great rade, where the French are attempting 
2 10 ſettle. © 4A 
Per Dien. Per Ann. l. s. 4. 
er —— 0" 8 80 23-12 6 
x Corporal  — — o 2 of 23610 of © 
12 Soldiers — _. — 0 o 6109 10 © | 
3 An meu — 0 4 o 73 Oo o 
24 B Soldiers, uding Black $ «7 N 
Arier ind Labourer — f O $|219 o 0 Mas 
Recruiting 24 Blacks, at 1 Man in 10 per | R : 1 
Ann. and 15 L. per Man — 3 $ 0... 12 
Medicines, and Surgeons e — 20 o ol: * 
Proviſions for 12 Soldiers, at 12d. per Man? |, N 
per Day — deen de 2 [x * 
13 —— 886 6 
ae, 22 under the Head of or. * b 
| - 0 3 0 5415 © oo rom 
0 2 o| 36 10. © HR 
=} 3 0219 0 o 13 
N — — 310 's 0 


n | Per Diem. 
1 Serjeant | — — {io 2 
1 Dru — — — 0 2 0Q 
8 Soldiers | . — — 0 

20 Black 11 including Black 


1 Gunner's Mate — 0 "wa 
2 Artery is. a Smith, and 5 47 . 


Recruiting 20 Blacks, 1 Man in" 50.2 


Cr] 


NM OUR 
And whereas $42 F. ort FN ee ned is not in 2 
Condition to receive a Gariſon, the Amount of this Eſtimate for that 


Fort is 3 to be en towards repairing th the ſame. 


III. Tantumquerry Fort. a x4 G 


Being ftnated between Two Dutch Forts at Cormantine and Appong. 


Artificers and Labourers — 
Ann. and 151, per Man — | 


per Day |. | _ 3 1 


Officers ard Men under 4 Head of ( Ordnance 


OK 


3 of; 


PF." alle 


: [ 22] 


Brought over . — wn — : . 


IV. Winnebah Fort. 16 - - 


Lying between the Dutch Forts at and nere, 


1 Serjeant — — 
s 1 Corporal — — 
1 Drummer, — 
10 Soldiers — — 
1 1 Surgeon's Mate — 
20 Black Soldiers, including Rack? 5 
Artificers and Labourers '— —{.”7 © 


Recruiting 20 Blacks, 1 Man in 10 | per er Ann.? 
and 15 l. per Man — rp 

Medicines, and Surgeons Inſtruments— 2 

Proviſions for 10 Soldiers, at 12 4. N me 
Day ps 9 5 


Officers and Men, under tbe Hg! 10 noni: | | 
45 Service. . ; 56g | 


1 Gunner s Mate — ws 
3 Artificers, viz. a Carpenter, a — 
"= 


* 5 8 ** and an Armourer 9 > 0 
: | - 91 ls 
Ys i | Ciffo 


' 
* 


Ver YER: Fort 
Situated within Gun -ſhot of a Dutch F ort, 


+ 7 


| Linger . e 
1 Drummer — Fin 
16 Soldiers - on eee 


1 Surgeon's Mate —— 
20 Black Soldiers, inclutiing Black 
Artificers and Labourers by 
Recruiting 30 Blacks, 1 Man in in 10 ” 
aAalnd 151. ger Head — — 
5 Medicines, agd Surgeons Inftruments:. ; 
ere Proviſions for 16 Soldiers, 12 d. per 


5 er 6] 


Day * — © 8 2. ö 
f + | "44 
Officers and Men, under the Head Ul Ons ance-]- 
3 Service. 1 — + 
5 Gunner 12 * 85 8 1 0 la: S$i\ + ' n 
- - x Gunner's Mate — RET 1h og unn dn 
A Artificers, diz. a Smith, a Carpenter, 2 
2 Maſon, jr _— and an Ar. $6 3 8 | 
mourer : — 19201 eel 8) 8 10 2 7 0 2 , & 
5 % der [=== 1369 17 6 
5 8 K. x 1 5 ——ç— 1 ; . h 3 5 7 
98 v Carried awe — — Weir 
5 
L 
N _— | $ 


[ 23 


VII. Commenda Fort. 
Being cn Nucket⸗ Hot TH a 


l 97 > 
31 Guns, 


LI 
fs | 1 121 
Penk Fer 2477 i, act 53 


] 


J. 4. d. 
| | . 
va over — —— — 18366 17 6 
VI. Whydah Fe ort. 335 Guns. 
Situated near one Portugueſe, and one French. F ort. 
2 . per Diem. per Ann.] I. s. d. 3 
1 Lieutenant — „ 6, 08: 5 
1 Serjeant — — — o 2 6] 45 12 er 
1 Corpora! —, — 0 2, 04.36 10 Sei 
1 Drummer — x. 1 0, 20 036 10 5 
16 Soldiers — == — © 0 61146 o | 
1 Surgeon's Mate — — 0 4 ol 73 75 | 
30 Black Soldiers, including Black s 6 | 2 TY 75 
Artificers and Labourers— © 0 * 73 1 805 : - 
Recruiting 30 Blacks, den hie f 4 | ab wt Ra. 
and 151. Per Head | — your 1 10 % nf 2], Aab 5 
Medicines, and Surgeons Inſtruments — Io Gy 1. 
Proviſions for 16 Soldiem, at 12 4. per Man ty 
fer Da — — | 1059 12 6 
Officers and Men, under the Head / Orduance- "> | 
Service. | 3 
1 >"! — 2.71 o 2 0 5M per eB 
1 Gunner's Mate — ns 0 * n 
4 Artificers, viz. a Smith, a Car) 1 I 4 Th 
penter, a Maſon or  Bricklaye, o 3: e ee 
and an Atmourer '* — 310 5 
8 1 — Uſ—H— 1309 17 6 


per Diem. 
I Lieurenint — — —-— 0 $20 
x Serjeant —> „ @ ÞH 6 
I Corporal _— — „0 'S. Oþ 
1 Drummer — — 0: 7 2 2 
12 Soldiers 2 — ©, @,,, 64 
20 Black Soldiers, LA | Hrs! 
Artificers and Labourers 0 © £ + 


Recruiting 20 Blacks, 1 Man in 10 er Aun. 
at 15 J. per Man — CH FT 

Medicines _ — f 

Proviſions for 12  Soldiprs, at 12 Ul. go 
per oh -Q? Rt — 


r ore „%% * * 


Officers and Men, APP" 6 the He 


— 
f — 
9 


W 
4 Artificers vix. a Saller. a b bY: 
penters} Non, ajd an Ar. o 3 
mourer hr 2 — — 
Carried o yer — — 


— 


5 [ 24 ] 


1 „ 
Brought over — | (nw - w [10807 17 6 
VIII. Succondee Fort. 29 Guns. 
* within Gun · ſhot of a Dutch Fort. | 
per Diem. 
1 Serjeant — — — o 2 61 
1 Corporal — — — 0 2 o 
1 Drummer | — — — o 2 © 
10 Soldlers — = — © 0 6 
x Surgeon's Mate — — 0 4 0 
20 Black Soldiers, including Black ? 5 


Artificers and Labourers— 1 ® 
Recruiting 20 Blacks, 1 Man in 10 2 2 
and 15 J. per Man — — 
Medicines, and Surgeons Inſtruments 
Proviſions for * at 12 4. 2 — 


per Day — 
Officers and Men, ad the Head 7 Ordnance 
Service. han 
1 Gunner — 1K — — 0 of 54 1 
1 Mate — — 0 2 1 - | 


4 Artificers, viz. as ai «Cs 0 415 
penter, a Maſon, - and an Ar- 2 KY pes : 


- + Ts I | 


IX. a Fort 30 Guns. 1 1 


Being the. printipal Place on the Gold Coaf, fa furn imber 
and Lime for S Woot Wet, 2 ene | 


on Board Slave _ 4 


12 Soldiers — g 
30 Black Soldiers, includi 
Sawyers, Artificers,and 
Recruiting 30 Blacks, x Man in 10 per dn. 
LE __ pe _— Fe 
Medicines — — — 
Proviſions for 12 Soldides,- at 12 4 her Many 
per Day +; — — & RL. 


| Juke 
1 5 — 775 7 
*. Officers and Men, undex the Head 15 FN 1 
ä | | ges 
I Gunner — 22 2 3 4 

i Mate — £4 — 0 2 

8 Artificers, viz. a Smith, 4 Car- 1.264 
penter, a Maſon, an Atmourer, 5 


© 

01 
\ 

o 


© 


TY 2 78 


7 0 ER rot b is — 


”% þ : 7% | 
OI bi * FN Sun ——— * ww £ = © ad - * —_— 


I <> "IT 
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J. 


4. d. 
Brought over — — — — — 13121 2 6 
X. For Cape Coaſt Caſtle 2 40 Guns. 
XI. Fort Royal!!! 12 Cum. 
; XII. Pappe s Tower | as 3.5 Guns. | 
XIII. Queen Anne s Point | 5 Guns. 
| per Diem. per Ann. | I. s. d. 
I Captain — — — 0-10 o 182 10 © 
1 Lieutenant — — — © 5 o 91 5 o 
1 Enfign — — — 0 4 0 73 be 0 
1 Secre — — & 5 o 9 
1 Commiſfary of Stores and Proviſions © 3 ] 54 15 * 
g Serjeants — — — 0 2 6 136 19 6 
3 Corporals  — — 0 2 of 109 10 0 
2 Drummers — 0 2 o 73 00 
50 Soldiers — — — 0 0 6 456 5 © 
x Chief Surgeon — — 0 6 o 109 00 
1 Surgeon's Mate 5 1 "i o 4 o 72 OO 
150 Black Soldiers, includipg Blac 2 
© Artifcers and Labourer 10 ,0 611368: 16 9 "I 
ecruiting 150 Blacks, at 1 an in 10 per * 
Ann. and”; J. per Man — 225.00] | 
Medicines, and Sufgeons Inſtruments ——| 9 o off © 
Proviſions for 50 pert, at 12 d. 1 tad Day | __— 
per Man | 78 — | 712 10 P. 
. 
Officers and Men, under the Bead of Ordnance _n 
Service. wy 74 c 
1 Engineer and Surveyor — 0 7 6| 136.17 . 
1 Deputy Surveyor — — 0 4 0 73 OOo 
1 Maſter Gunner — — 0 4 0 73 6 0 
2 Gunners Mates — '— o 2 A 73 o O 
16 Artificers, viz. Smiths, Car-) © 
penters, Maſons, Bricklayers, + 0 3 o| 876 « 0 O I 
Sawyers, Armourers — 1 6] 
For Recruiting 261 White Men for Cape j———079 © © 
Coaſt Caſtle, and the other 8 Forts on the 7 | 
Gold Coaſt and at Whydah, 50 Men per > |- - - - - - 750 o 
Ann. including the Fg of their Paſ- 
ſage — | | 
For = of Sloops Mi other ſmall Craft, ſuch as Boats | 4 
and Canoes, to attend the Service of the ſeveral F = 800 o 
on the Gold Coaſt, and at Ie — 9 
Ground Rents — — 450 o 
For Ammunition, ſuch as Guns,Carriages, Canto Bullets, }| . 
'* Gunpowder, Small Arms, and all other Military Stores; 
alſo for Materials for Repairs, ſuch as Boards, Iron, wm 
Tron Work, Bricks, Tarras, Lead, Ce. Alſo for Tools {| 7% 
and Stores of all Kinds, for Smiths, Carpenters, Ma- | | 
ſons, Armourers, Bricklayers, and Labourers — 
| — 2700 0 0 
Total Annual Charge in Sterling Money — — — — 20900 2 6 
a G | African- 
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gl 2 Alrican-Flouſe, Jan. 11. 1949. | 
An A BST RAC T of the Number of People propoſed to keep 
up the Eſtimate made by the Royal African Company; with 
an Account of their Pay per Diem. 5 | 


So 42 3 
8 5 g ow i > oy 
S 81 | + [15S 
8 8. 1-| [4 [<8] 
8 * Sb 
D 928888 35 8 31 
8 SEES 
Sp | 4 88 8 188 8 > | 
5. | | „ . | 
5 © Secretaries — — | 11 |o| A INH 2 
* 2 Engineer and Surveyor 1 11 5 of he o 9 o| © F ol. 2 
4 o Deputy Surveror — — | of” iþ0 ol o o of of 0j of x 
10 o Captains — — — 11 160 0 o ooo of 2 
g o Lieutenants — — — 11 1] o| o| 1 2] 0 o| 111] '6 
4 o Enfigns — — — i] 10 oo 0; © oo O 2 
6 © Surgeons — se PT — [11 9% | 0, o| o| 00 2] 
4 o Surgeons Mates — — 1 10 1e 1000 1 1] 1] 7 
2 6 Serjeants — — — 11 31421611611 12 
2 © Corporals  — — — | 2| 3711016112 
+ © Gunners | _ — — | 1] xj 1] 1] 1] x} of of 11 x] 8 
30 , ; 8. 1 
2 o Gunners Mate — — 2] 2| 1| 1] 1] 1] x] 1þ 1] 1] 22 
3 o Artificers, ſuch as Carpenters, Saw-2] | | 
yers, Coopers, Blackſmiths, Ma- 10] 16| 8, 4] 4| 4| 2] 3| 4! 4] 59 
| ſons, Bricklayers, and Armourers | | 
3 o Commiſlary of Stores and Proviſions | of 1] o 0 of of 0] of o of x 
2 O Drummers — =— — 11 2 1 10 1 11 1] 11111 
o 6 Soldiers — — — | 30] 50.12 10 I2[r2] 801016 16176 
„ Ea 0D EE COAL 4 gh 
| 54] 86 25 20/2223 1301827 271316 
| 1 ; 4 | 
[114!236 5540 42147133 38157 571720 


N. B. Nothing is charged in the Eſtimate for any Military Officer beyond the De- 
gree of a Captain; nor the Governors, Accountants, Factors, or Writers, who 
occaſionally ſu ply the Places of Military Officers : Nor for any Salaries, Houſe- 
Rent, or any other Charges of Management in England, Nor is any thing 
charged for the Company's Settlement at Prampram. lob: 


The 


| The particular Amoiunt.of the Eftimate at each Sete 
| 1 including all Charges. | 


Jo 
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=” Tantumquerry 1 — 639 12 6 
Accra — — — — 1369 17 C | 
Whydah — Al ab 2 | | 
_ Commenda — — — — 1071 2 6 
Succondee _ — ant 8 | 
Dixcove | T . 0 if * 
James Fort, Gambla |, — | A. 19 $843; G r 


Cape-Coalt-Caſtle — ** — 7779 0 0 ? 
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N. III. 


| Copy of a Plan 8 3 Merchants 
of London, to the Commiſſioners for 
Trade and Plantations, for the better 
regulating and 2 on the Trade 
to Africa. 1 — lied 


— — „ — K 


H E Right, 3 Lords Commiſſioners of Trade 
and Plantations having called upon the Merchants and 
Traders of the City of London, as well as thoſe reſiding at 
Briftol and Le verpool, to prepare and give in to their Lordſhips 
their ſeveral Plans, in order to form ſuch a Scheme as their 
Lordſhips may judge moſt proper to be laid before the Parlia- 
ment, for the better regulating and carrying on the Trade on 
the Coaſt of Africa; and as the Merchants of London are tho- 
roughly ſatisfied, the Legiſlature will be always ready and de- 
2 to give all poſlible Encouragement to Commerce in 
general, and particularly to thoſe Branches of it which take 
off moſt of the Britiſh Manufactures, and at the ſame time fur- 
niſh this Nation, in Return, with uſeful Commodities, no-ways 
interfering with our own; ſuch as Gold, Ivory, Gum, Bees- 
wax, Dye-woods, Cc. from Africa; and Sugar, Tobacco, Rice, 
Indico, Cotton, Ginger, and other valuable Traffick, from the 
Britiſh Colonies, beſides finding Employment for a great Num- 
ber of Ships and Seamen : 

And as theſe latter productions depend abſolutely on the 
African Trade for a Supply of Labourers; and if that Trade 
ſhould be loſt, or longer neglected, all the reſt muſt fall; or, in 
proportion to ſuch Neglect, dwindle with it; ſo the Merchants 
of London have the fulleſt Confidence, that the Parliament will 

ekffectually interpoſe their Authority and Aſſiſtance, for the Re- 
vival of this once valuable, but now declining Trade; more 
particularly on the Gola. Coaſt and M hydab, where not only 
the moſt uſeful Slaves for the eee are to be had, but 
where more Woolens of Britiſ Manufacture are vended, than 

on all the reſt of the Coaſt put together. 
And 


= 72> 
And the underwritten Merchants of the City of London, hav- 
ing deliberately conſider d the State and Condition of the ſaid 
Trade in all its Branches and Circumſtances, do beg Leave to 
offer to their Lordſhips what follows, as the moſt cligible Plan 


and Means, whereby the ſame may, and, in their "Opinion, 
can be recovered, TIN, and properly extended. 


I. They . it, as eſſentlally neceſſary; that the pre- 
ſent Number of Forts and Caſtles at Gambia, on the Gold. Coaſt, 
and at Yhydah, ſhould be kept up and ſupported (beſides build- 
ing a Fort at Annamaboe, and another in the River Szerra- Lion) 
not as Marks of Poſſeſſion only, but in ſuch defenſible State 
and Condition as will procure at leaft an equal, if not a ſupe- 
riot Degree of Power with thoſe in the Hands of the Bri 
Rivals in that Trade on the fame Coaſt, as it will not only 
encourage the Natives to give the Hritiſt Subjects a Preference 
in Trade, but they will be ſure to be protected in their Inland 
Commerce thereby; and it will at the ſame time command 
from them all that proper Deference and Reſpect heretofore 
ſhewn to the Engliſb Reſidents there, when the Taid Strong 
Holds were kept in a defenſible State. And in this firſt and 


Principal Step, the Honour of the Britiſ Nation, as well as 


the Intereſt of it, is immediately and 1 15 IO - Es 


II. recommenited, as equally neceſſary, that the e ſaid Forts 
and Caſtles be from time to time ſupplied with a ſufficient Quan- 
tity of well · aſſorted Goods; ſo that when the Inland Traders 

ſhall have travelled One, Two, or Three hundred Miles down 

from the Country, they may be fure of a Mart for their Slaves. 
and other Commodities, meet with a civil Encouragement, and 
not return without the Goods they want. | | 


II. The der Merchants giye it as. their An 
that this Trade may be very well ſecured, improved, and extended, 
by a Joint-Stock Company, with an extenſive Capital, to be 
refiricted in the manner herein after mentioned, or in ſuch 
other like manner as the Legiſlature ſhall think fit. And ſhould 
their Lordſhips be of the ſame Opinion, that this is the ſafeſt 
and moſt” eligible Scheme this Trade can be Kae ur upon, * 
Wachen of London are ©OnVILiced, 


' ” # #- - : n I 


* * = . _— 
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- IV. That, by the Encouragement of Twenty thouſand Pounds 
per Annum from Parliament, to enable them to ere, maintain, 


and ſupport their Fortifications ; 


V. And by his Majeſty's ordering Two Men of War to be 
always ſtationed on the Coaſt of Africa for the Protection of 
that Trade, it is ſuppoſed, that Merchants, and other moneyed 
Men of Credit and Reputation may 'be found, who will raiſe 
ſuch a Capital, as ſhall not only be deemed a ſufficient Pledge 


and Security to the Publick, * the ſaid Forts and Caſtles 
ſhall always be ſupported and kept up in a proper and reſpecta- 


ble Condition, but alſo in ſuch-like manner as ſhall be found 
neceſlary for the extending and improving the ſaid Trade to the 


uſmoſt, and more eſpecially to the rich and populous Inland 
Parts of Africa, which never can be attempted with any Pro- 


* of Succeſs upon any other Fagt. « 
The Reſtraints the Merchants 2 are theſe: 


I. That all His Majeſty's Subjects ſhall have free Liberty of 
Trading upon the whole Coaſt of Africa, and at the Company's 


Forts Ss Caſtles; and ſhall be aflifted and ' ſupplied by the 


Agents of the ſaid Company at the faid Tones and Caſtles, when- 
ever 1 8 to by them. | 


= 


II. That the new Joint: Company — ee 7 Trading 
to the Britih ee on their own Account. 


III. That the R Directors, . * . or 
Agents at home, be reſttained alſo from Trading on rhe Coaſt 


of Africa in their private Capacity. | 4-7 


IV. That he Company be not permitted to ſell any Slaves 


to Foreigners, unleſs it be in Exchange for Gold, or Brazil 
Tobacco. But the Company may ſhip directly or otherwiſe to 


Great Britain all their Gold, Elephants Teeth, Wood, Was, c. 


V. That the Traders alſo in the Merchants Ships be in like 
manner debarred from ſelling any Slaves, upon the Coalt to 
Foreigners, but for Gold, and Brazil Tobacco. 5 | 


VI. That the Company be reſtrained from EPS Us: Con: 
VII. 


tracts here for the Sale of Negtoes on che Coalt. 
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VII. That the Company's Agents be tied up from giving any 
undue Preference to any Ships upon the Coaſt, and be obliged 


to uſe their „ that the * that arrives firſt be firſt 
diſpatched. 


VIII. That the ** lay annually before Parliament an 
exact Account of all Sums they have expended, to ſupport theſe 
Fortifications, Agents and Servants upon the Coaſt, ſeparately 
and diſtin from what they have fent out on account of 2 


IX. That the Commanders of the Men of War ſtationed on 
the Coaſt of Africa for the Protection of the Trade, be required 
to tranſmit, once in Six Months, to the Lords of the Admiralty, 

a full Account of the State and Condition of the Comp 8 
Lets and Settlements. ' 


All which we the Subſcribers humbly ſubmit to their _ 
ſhips Lonhdergion, | 


Thomas Truman 
Rowland Frye 
Samuel Turner 
James W 1 5 
Koger Drake. . 
 Beefton Long 
George Keith 

n Maitland. 


1 


Ne. V. 


| Copy of a Scheme from ſeveral African 
Merchants and Traders of the City 

of London to the Commiſſioners for 
Trade and Plantations, for ſecurin 


improving, and extending the Tr g 


to ee, 


* 
To the Righ H 1 the Chew om, * 
.- Trade and Plantations. 


E the 7 African Merchants and 1 of 
the City of London, having been informed, that it is your 

Lordſhips Pleaſure we ſhould prepare a Scheme for the ſecuring, 
improving, and extending the Trade to Africa, and more eſpe- 
cially that Part thereof on the Gold Coaſt, do moſt humbly beg 
Leave to lay before-your Loxdſhips the following Particulars ; 
which, as they are calculated upon a Plan conformable to the Pur- 

port of the Bill paſſed the Hononrable Houſe of Commons the laſt 
Seſſions, we hope they may-deferve your Lordſhips Approbation: 
For it is very apparent the Endeavours of that Honourable Houſe 
were, as our Intention. 1s now, to eftabliſh the whole African 
Trade upon Principles moſt conducive to the general Advantage 
of our Commerce, the Benefit of our N — and the In- 
creaſe of his Majeſty's Revenue. 


We therefore humbly: propoſe as our Opinion; * 


I. That all his Majeſty's Subjects ſhall have full and free Li- 
berty of trading to, on, and from, the ſeveral Parts of the 


Coaſt of Africa. 


II. That it is abſolutely neceſſary, that Forts and Gari- 
ſons on the Coaſt of Africa ſhould be kept up and maintained, 
nqt only as Marks of Sovereignty and Poſſeſſion, but likewiſe 
to prevent all Encroachments on our Trade from any Rival 
whateyer, 

III. 


* ene of TORO © 


T 331 


III. That, in order to ſupport the Forts and Gatiſons, an 
ooo Sum be granted by Parliament for that Purpoſe; and that 
an open Company be eſtabliſhed, of which every Britiſh Subject 
trading, or intending to trade, to Africa, ſhall or may become 
free on Payment of Forty Shillings; which ſhall be applied to- 
wards the Euirent pen * the faid OY: 


„ 


IV. That as faid Comp any hall be a Body. Cor porate and 
Politick; but ſhall maden no Joint-Stock, or BEING of Trading « as 
2 Corporation. 1 | us: 


v. That out of the ſaid company ſhall be . a Com- 
mittee, We ſubmit to your Lordſhips better Judgmenii the 
Proportions. proper to be allotted to London, Briſſol, and Le- 
ver pool, to compoſe this Committee; but humbly propoſe, that 
out of the ſaid Company a Committee of Nine Perſons raſiding 
in London may be choſen; Three of which by the Merchants of 
London, Three by the Merchants of bert ad Three by the 


„ VI. That abit ſaid Cantibietes: har (6.4 anrivally ; and; at 
every ſuch Election, Choice be made of I hree new Members, 
Freemen of the ſaid Company, One for each of ſaid trading 
Places, in lieu of the like Numbet of the old ones, who are to 
be diſcharged; by balloting, to prevent Partiality, Sc. It is alſo 
humbly propoſed, that not any one of the ſaid Nine Committee- 
men ſhall be' choſen or PIRIE to ac Tor more than Three 
Years tuconllively,) 


VII. That che Monky: 1 by Pula for the annual Sup- 
port and Maintenance of the Forts and Gariſons ſhall be diſpoſed 
of for that Purpoſe by the ſaid Committee anly ; and that the 
ſaid Committee ſhall annually lay before the Curſitor-Baron of 
the Exchequer, or ſuch other Perſon or Perſons as the Parlia- 
ment ſhall be pleaſed to appoint, a State of their Fortifications, 
and an Account of the Application of the publick Money ; and 
the ſaid Committee fo accounting, upon Oath, ſhall be diſcharged 
from all future Claims and 5 whatſoever. ; 


VIII. That, out of the Laid Money granted by Parliament, 
an Allowance be made to each Member of the ſaid Committee 
„ per Annum for their Trouble, Expetices, and 


Attendance c on the Affairs of the Company. 1 
I | IX. 


time, to make Rules and Orders, and to appoint 
other Officers, for the better Manag 


[341 


IX. That the ſaid Committee ſhall have Power, from time to 


oint Governors, 
ement of the {aid Forts and 


and 


Gariſons ; and to nd N and remove _ as wy ſhall chin 


Proper. Wo. 


X. That the. Forts, Sc. | hall be 27 16 of for the Pro- 


tection of all his Majeſty”s Subjects, and their Trade; but not as 
Repoſitories for Goods and Merchandizes in general, except in 


Caſes of Need and Emergency: But that it ſhall be Javwful for 
any of his Majeſty's Subjects (firſt having Licence from the ſaid 


E 


ttee) to erect Dwelling 


for the Conyomcney of en on their Trade there. 


XI That it having been found by long 


ceffary obs Serge bans 


* 
. 1 ® : 4 
* #4 +4 * 4 
TT 
x 
* 


Aale, Pott, 


Aaguſtns Boyd, . 


Nobert bcott, 


John Buchanan, 


Nn. Innes, 
Lal Preſcott, 
el Lloyd, 


«Pa 
= T Arber, 


1 A5 William Snell, 
"Stephen Winthrop, 


Charles Le Blon, 
Richard Oliver, 
T homa.s Martin, 
Tho. Bedhead, 
T ohn H flog, 
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0 405 Lyon Ids 


e . 


2 


2 W, * 


Edward Bockin, 


Samuel Clarke, 
Nathaniel Baſnett, 


Marm. Hilton, 
Benjat Lehook, 
Nathan Sprigg, 


- Ab Fames Hilhoufe, 
Milllam Vaughan, 
Barringtou Buggin. 


-houſes and Warchouſes under the 
ion of any of the ſaid Forts, or in any Part of Africa, 


- 925 Experience, that the 
4 Security we can have for our African Trade in general, 
either againſt intruding Rival, or Inſults from Pirates, is __ a 


Succeſſion of his Majeſty's Ships of War cruiſing along the 
Coaſt: Therefore it is hoped | 


his Majeſty will be pleaſed to 
order ſuch Cruiſers, from time to e as ſhall WF ond ne- 
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Copy of a Scheme, from the Merchants of Briftol, to 
the Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations, for 
ſecuring, improving, and extending the Trade to 

. Africa, _ 4. 158 * 


N purſuance to your Lordſhips Directions, which I received 
from Mr. Hill, I ſummoned our Merchants together, out of 
whom we ſelected a Committee, and have conſidered the ſe 
Matters recommended to us: And herewith I tranſmit to Mur 
Lordſhips a Scheme, which we apprehend moſt beneficial for the 
Publick; and alſo our Obſervations on the Bill, which paſſed: the 
Houſe of Commons the laſt Seſſions. a . 
We cannot pretend to ſay, that the Scheme differs in any 
very material Point from what hath been already pn But 
the Alterations in the Bill, which, with great Submiſſion, we 
recommend to your Lordſhips, we OT preſume, if approved 
of. — more certainly ſecure the Advantages thereby in- 
tende 1 * 3 | 5 
It is with the utmoſt Pleaſure, that we perceive your Lord- 
ſhips inclined to hear. the Arguments of all ſuch as are concerned 
in this moſt valuable Branch of Britiſb Commerce; and doubt 
not but you will diſtinguiſh between, and prefer the true Intereſt 
of every Britiſh Subject, before the Views of a few deſigning 
Monopolizers, whoſe Schemes are deſtructive to all, but thein- 
ſelves. uy 
In great Confidence of this ſo laudable a Deſign, we reſt o r- 
ſelves fully ſatisfied of the Event; and beg Leave to return your 
Lordſhips our moſt ſincere Thanks, for this Opportunity given us, 
of laying before your Lordſhips our Sentiments, which we hope 
will meet with your Approbation. 5 
My Lord, 
Dur Lordſhips 
Moft obedient humble Servant, 
Fi Jonn For. 


Merchants Hall, Briſtol, Nov. 1. 1749. 


\ M0 the Right Honourable the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of Trade and Plantations. 
| A Scheme 


A. . 
N 2 
"I * 
98 20 bh of 


1 Corporation. 


proper. 


R 


A Scheme for ſecuring, improving, and extending the 
Trade to Africa, for the Benefit f all bis ae 8 
Suhl 


| 2 HAT all his Majeſty's Subjects ſhall have fall and 
| free Liberty of trading o and from the Coaſt of 
Africa. | | | 


WA 
II: That! W the Management and Support of the 


Forts and Settlements on the Coaſt, an open Company be 
eſtabliſhed, of which every Britiſh. Subject Nia to, Africa 
have a au to become free, on eee ol "ory Shil- 


ling 


III. That the aid cd ſhall te a Body ati and 
Politick, bur ſhall have no Joint: Stock, or boy Power to trade as 
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IV. That the ſaid Company all be . by a Committee 
of Nine Perſons, Members thereof; Three of which to be choſen 


by che Merchants of London, Thiee by the Merchants of Briſtol, 


and Three by che Merchants of hal wa Freemen of the ſaid 
VERO | "8 


V. Thar a proper annual sum be © el by Patina for 


the Maintenance and Support of the Forts and Settlements, which 


ſhall be diſpoſed of, for that e 4 the * Committee 
only. 


VI. That out of the ſaid das FROM by Parliament an 


| Allowance be made to the ſaid Comenitte for their Trouble, 


n and Attendance. 


VII. That the Committee ſhall as Power, from time to time, 
to make Rules and Orders, and to appoint Governors, and other 
Officers, &c. for the better Management of the ſaid Forts and. 
Settlements ; and to ITT and remove them as they ſhall think 


VIII. That the Forts, Sc. ſhall * made uſe of for the Pro- 
tection of all his Majeſty's Subjects, and their Trade, but not as 


Repoſitories 


[ 37 ] 


Repoſitories for Goods and Merchandize in general, except iti 
caſe of Need and Emergency: But that it ſhall be lawful for 
any of his Majeſty's Subjects to erect Houſes and Warehouſes, 
under the Protection of the Forts, or in any other Part of 
Africa, for the Conveniency of carrying on their Trade there. 


IX. That the ſaid Committee do annually lay before the Cur- 
ſitor Baron of the Exchequer, or ſuch other Pexſon or Perſons, 
as the Parliament ſhall be pleaſed to appoint, an Account of the 
Application of the publick Money ; and of all Orders and Tranſ- 
actions relating to the Forts and Settlements. | 


The Committee, having thoroughly examined and conſidered 


the Bill brought into Parliament, the laſt Seſſions, intituled A 


Bill for extending and improving the Trade to Africa, do git 
as their Opinion, that the general Tendency of the ſaid Bill is cal- 
culated to prevent a Monopoly of the ſaid Trade, and the perni- 
cious Conſequences of its being carried on by a Joint- Stock; but 
as they humbly apprehend, that ſeveral Clauſes therein are not 
ſufficiently explained, and others may give Encouragement. to 
deſigning Men to pervert the laudable Purpoſes and Intentions 
of the Legiſlature for the publick Advantage, beg Leave to lay 
before you the following Alterations and Amendments, with 


Reaſons for the ſame, which if admitted, and approved of, they 
in this Caſe, recommend the ſaid Bill, as the moſt effectual 
means of ſupporting the Forts, for the Benefit and Protection 


of the Trade, and preſerving the ſame free and open to all His 
Majeſty's Subjects. Sb 
TOE ie TOS 

It is therein Declared, That all his Majeſty's Subjects, who ſhall 
trade to or from any of the Ports or Places of Africa, ſhall, for 
ever hereafter, be a Body Corporate and Politick, &c. 


| OBSERVATION. 

Ic is our Opinion, that the ſaid Clauſe ſhould not be conſtrued fo 
far as to prevent any. Perſon or Perſons not free of the ſaid 
Company from trading to and from the Coaſt of Africa; but 
that ſuch who are not free of the ſaid Company, ſhall only be 
exempted from a Right of voting for a Commitree-man, to be 


choſen for the Management of the Forts, and Diſpoſition of the 
publick Money granted for their Support. * 


K REASONS. 
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REASONS 


Our Reaſons for this are, that many Perſons refiding g in 
America, and other Places, could not, with Conveniency, make 
themſelves free of the ſaid Company: And as many others in 
Great Britain would rather chuſe to drop their Concerns in _ 
Trade, than be obliged to come into the ſaid Company, w 
think this Reſtpiction might tend to leſſen the Trade, and by thi 
means deſtroy, in ſome meaſure, the Intention of the Bill, which 
is to lay the wag con ere to all his Majeſty's Sub- 


jects. 


CLAUSE IV. 


It is herein Enacted, That the Direction and Management of 
irs of the ſaid Company ſhall be in and by a -ommittee 
of Eig 


ht Perſons, Ec. 


OBSERVATION. 


Tt is our Opinion, that as Committee [ot conſiſt of Nine 
Perſons. 


REASON. 


Becauſe this Number will admit of an Equality in the Diviſion 

of the Committee-men to be choſen for London, Briſtol, and 

Leverpool; which we think neceſſary to be preſerved, in order 
the better to prevent either Place from having a Superiority in 
the Management, to the Prejudice of the other. | 


CLAUSE V. 


It is herein Enacted, That Four Perſons ſhall be choſen by the 
T raders of London, T'wo by the Traders of Briftol, and Two by 
the Traders of Leverpool, to conſtitute the Committee of Lage 
Perſons mentioned in the preceding Clauſe. 


OBSERVATION. 


I. We humbly preſume, that as the Trade to Africa from 
Briſtol and x neu reſpectively, is, and hath been for many 

Years paſt, conſiderably greater than from London; therefore the 
Traders from each of thoſe Places ought to have the Choice of 
at leaſt an equal Number of Committee-men with the Traders of 
Londen : And for a Proof of this Fact, as to the Port of Briſtol, 
we are ready to produce a Laſt of Fe employed from this Port 
to 


130.1 


to the Coaſt of Africa for many Years paſt; which will ap- 

pear the e en of this Propo by b 

It is alſo preſumed, that thoſe W vrho have the greateſt 
ſhare in the Trade, and whoſe Intereſt moſt immediately de- 

pends on ies Preſervation, are the maoſt likely to exert chemſelves 
in the Care and Support of the Forts. 


II. Briſtol and Lever pool are no ways 8 in Trade to- 
gether ; and, upon all Occaſions, rival each other on any bene- 
ficial Branch : Whereas, on the conxragy, each of thoſe Places 
are in ſame Degree end. with Lendon: From whence 
may juſtly be inferred, that no Perſans who wiſh well te a free 
and open Trade, can defire that one Part ſhould chuſe a Majo- 
rity of the whole * 7 which 1 be ſo a came 


I 
Conſequences. | * 


9 Beſides, 1 may be farther obſerved, that as we Com- 
de will, in all Likelihood, be reſident in London, no ill 
r ag can be a pprehended from eyen the improbable 
ms: tion of an Unich between Briſtol and berge againſt 
London; for certainly Inhabitants and (Baths of that City, 
altho Agents for Briſtol and Leverpool, muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have atleaſt as great a Regard for the Welfare of their own City, 


as any other; and will of cquric op opal ad Schemes chat may 
be en to its ee e 


CLAUS E XVIII 


Wherein it is Enacted, That no Officer, or any other Perſon, 
to be employed by the Committee at any of the Forts or Settle- 
ments built or to be built in Af7:co, ſhall, at any time here- 
after, in any manner, or on any * obitruct or ho mand any 


of His Majeſty's Bubjeſts din: 


OBSERVATION. 


We highly approve of this Clauſe, fo F as above expreſſed ; 
bar: for ri, Reaſons under-mentione would recommend 


chat the Remainger thereof ſhould be altered in the following 
Manner: 


And that che Forts, Warehouſes, and Buildings, alre ady 
erected, or which hereafter ſhall be erected, by the fajd Com- 
pany, ſhall and ma 
to all His Majeſty's 


at all times hereafter, be free and open 
$ibjects, for the Safety of their Perſons, and 


Security 


0 

Security of their Effects, in caſe of Need or Emergency; but 
not to be made uſe of by any Perſons or Traders whatſoever, - 
as Repoſitories for Negroes,” Goods, or Merchandizes, except 
Gold, Elephants Teeth, and Gunpowder : And that it ſhall 
and may b lawful for any of His Majeſty's Subjects trading 
to Africa, for the Security of their Goods or Slaves, to erect 
Houſes and Warehouſes under the Protection of the ſaid Forts, 
or elſewhere, in any other Part of Africa, within the Limits 
_ aforeſaid, for the better carrying on of his or their Trade there; 
which Houſes or Warehouſes ſhall'be the Property of the Per- 
ſon or Perſons who ſhall build the ſame; but ſhall not be diſ- 
poſed of, or lett to any Foreigner whatfo&ver. © 85 

RAe 


ic caſe the above Clauſe ſhould ſtand as expreſſed in the 
Bill, the ſame may be attended with. the following Inconve- 
niencies: ee 


2 


4 * . 
— 4 = 
* 


I. It may occaſion great Confuſion, and endleſs Diſputes, as 
to the Quantity of Goods each Trader may have a Right to depo- 
NCD”. OILS IE rt 4k + tots 


II. Undue Preferences may be given by the Agents at the 
Forts, to ſuch Goods as may be ſent over by their immediate 
Employers at Home; one of whom may be of the Committee: 
And by this means the Goods of indifferent Perſons may, art all 
times, be excluded under ſome Pretence or other. 


III. In caſe of an Attack in time of War, or Pirates being on the 
Coaſt, the Forts being always kept full of Goods, the trading 
Ships may, for want of Room, be prevented from landing their 
Cargoes, and lodging them in the ſaid Forts and Warehouſes there- 
to belonging, for their immediate Security. | 


IV. The Reaſon we aſſign for the above Exception, in regard 
to Gold, Elephants Teeth, and Gunpowder, being lodged in 
the Forts, is aver the whole Quantity of Gold and Teeth, 
which we apprehend will at any time be purchaſed, may, with- 
out incommoding the Forts, be lodged therein: And as to Gun- 
powder, becauſe, as all the Warehouſes without the Walls of the 
Forts. are uſually thatched, it may be very liable to Danger from 
Lightning; and many other Accidents by Fire, &c. 


CLAUSE 
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CLAUSE XX. 


It is preſumed this Clauſe is very juſt, except in the Penal- 
ty being fixed to One hundred Pounds, without any Power 
of mitigating the ſame, which may make an Offence of the 
leaſt Nature, altho' attended with the 'moſt favourable Cir- 
cumſtances, liable to an equal Forfeiture with the moſt culpa- 
ble: And therefore we would propoſe, that theſe Words (A Sum 
not exceeding Five hundred Pounds) may be inſerted in lieu of 
One hundred Pounds; by which Alteration the Inconveniencies 
may be prevented, and the Offender meet with a Puniſhment ade- 
quate to the Crime. = | . 


ee No. VI. 
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Re 


Copy of a 


miſſioners for Trade and Plantations 
for carryi 


curing this Trade to Africa. 


* 1 
— — — _ 
p . „ 


Leverpool, 24 OR. I 749. 


75 the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade 
and Plantations; "IP 


The humble Repreſentation of the Merchants Trading 
to Africa from the Port of Lever pool. | 


May it pleaſe Nur Lardſhips, | 


N Obedience to Your Lordſhips Directions, ſignified to us by 
I Mr. Hill, we beg Leave to lay before you our Sentiments, 
with regard to the beſt Method of carrying on and extending this 


Trade, and in what manner the Forts and Settlements on the - 


Coaſt may be moſt uſeful for this Purpole. 78 
We need not mention to Vour Lordſhips, that Fact and long 
Experience have ſufficiently proved, that this Branch of Commerce 


never did flouriſh in the Hands of the Company, notwithſtanding 


| they have enjoyed many Advantages, and excluſive Privileges, as 
2 from the Publick ; and been in Pofleflion of 


well as large om the Publick 
all the Forts and Settlements for a long Term of Years. 


FPFrom the firſt Grant of their Charter in 1672. to 1698. they 


had an excluſive Trade; but, during this Period, Your Lordſhips 
will find, there were frequent Complaints made from the Plan- 
| | tations, 


— 


preſentation from the 
Merchants Trading to Africa from 
the Port of Leverpool, to the Com- 


ng on, extending, and ſe- ; 


” 
o 
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low Ebb, it was thought neceſſary to make an Alteration; and a 


[ 43 ] 
tations, that they muſt be intirely given up, if the African Trade 
was not put on ſome other Footing, and the Trade extended ſo as 


to give them a better Supply of Negroes. And in 1698. the 'Trade 
being loſt to the Nation, and the Plantations being reduced to a 


Liberty was then given to the Subjects in general to trade on the 
African Coaſt, paying the Company 10 per Cent. for Fourteen 
Vears: During this Period the Trade increaſed for Three or Four 
Vears, at the firſt; but the Burden of 10 per Cent. was ſoon found 
too great for the Trade to bear; and before the End of this Term 
this valuable Branch was again almoſt intirely loſt to the Nation, 
and the Plantations were in a miſerable Condition for want of a 
proper Supply of Negroes, without which they never can be ſup- 
ported. Hence a Neceſſity appeared of a further Alteration ; and 
from the Year 1712. the Trade was carried on by the ſeparate 
Traders, without paying any thing to the Company; from which 
Period it greatly increaſed, and the Plantations were ſupplied bet- 
ter than they had ever been before, but principally by the ſeparate 
Traders. For tho' the Company were in Poſſeſſion of the Forts 
and Settlements, and all the Advantages that could be derived from 
thence ; yet their Trade gradually decreaſed, and was ſo far totally 
loſt, that, in the Year 1727. being reduced to the loweſt Ebb, they 
were obliged to repreſent to. your Honourable Board, That they 
were no longer able to carry on the Trade, or to maintain the 
Forts, without ſome Duty from the ſeparate Traders, or fome 
publick Aid. This occaſioned the ſeparate Traders to oppoſe their 
Attempts; and it ended, at laſt, in a Grant of Parliament of 
10,0007. per Annum, which they have enjoyed ſo long, as to have 
received 170,000/. from the Publick ſince that Time. But the 
Event has ſhew'd, twas to very little Purpoſe; as they have now, 
in a manner (by their own Account), ſuffered the Forts to be quite 
ruinous ; and they muſt be deſerted, unleſs the Publick maintain 
them. | 
We need not be more particular to Your. Lordſhips, as you have 
theſe Facts, fully ſtated, in your own Poſſeſſion: We only hint 
them, to ſhew Your Lordſhips, That it is in vain for this Nation ever 
to attempt the Proſecution of the Trade, by any Company what- 
ſoever; ſince you have had, already, ſufficient Experience, that a 
Company with an excluſive Trade in one Period, and with 10 per 
Cent. from all the Traders of Great Britain during another, and 
with a large Grant from the Crown during another, and always in 
Poſſeſſion of all the Forts and Settlements on the Coaſt, and laying 
the ſeparate Traders under all the Hardſhips they could; yet, — 
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all times, in the ſame Condition, unable to ſupport themſelves, 
| much leſs to maintain a Trade ſuitable to the Wants of our Plan- 
tations, or to be of any real Service to the Nation. 
And we need not hint to Your Lordſhips, that this is not pecu- 
lar to this Trade only, but will hold good with reſpect to the 
\/ | other Branches: For, in proportion as Trade is confined, it muſt 
l / anguiſh. and decay, and the Benefit to the Nation be, in a great 
' meaſure, loſt, * ues 
Your Lordſhips will al ſo allow us to obſerve, There is greater. 
Reaſon now, than at any former Period, to be watchful of this 
beneficial Branch of Commerce; as our greateſt Rivals, the French, 
are purſuing it, with the greateſt Care; and have not only laid it 
open to all the Subjects of France, but fd very great Encourage- 
ments to it, above any other Branch of Commerce ; well know- 
ing, that the extending of it is what, alone, can make their Sugar- 
Plantations beneficial, And they have already fo far prevailed, as 
to ſupply almoſt all Europe with Sugars; and will be till able to 
| | outdous, from the Advantages they have at Home, and the large 
Price they ſell their Negroes for; which is much more than the 
Britiſh Subjects can get for theirs. 5 
We know very well, Your Lordſhips are > convinced of the Im- 
portance of this Trade, and the Neceſſity of putting it on ſome 
proper Foot; and we are very glad we have this Opportunity given 
us, of laying our Sentiments before you; and we doubt not but // 


Your Lordſhips own Sentiments will concur with what we have 2 


the Honour to repreſent; vz. That there is no other Method to 
be found out for ſettling this Trade on a proper Foundation, to 
anſwer the Purpoſes of the Publick, to ſupport and enlarge our 
Plantations, and, in ſome meaſure, enable us to vie with other Rival 
Nations, but that it remain intirely open and free to all his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects, without any Charge whatſoever ; or rather (if 
poſſible) that ſome further Advantages ſhould be annexed to it. 
This Method has, by the Experience of former Time, been found | 
the beſt; and by this, only, has it been extended to ſuch a Height, 
as not this, nor any other N ation, ever ſaw it before. 7 

And Vour Lordſhips will permit us to hint, That the Repre- 
ſentations laſt Year, in favour of this Scheme, at the Bar of the 
Houſe of Commons, procured the unanimous Reſolutions of that 
Houſe to this Purpoſe; to which we beg Leave to refer you. 

We have, therefore, nothing further to trouble Your Lordſhips 
with, on this Subject, but to recommend what we think the beſt 
Scheme for preſerving the Britiſb Forts and Settlements on that 
Coaſt, and rendering them more uſeful to the Trade, and of more 

5 Service 


E 


J 


Service to the Publick: And we cannot do this more agreeably to 
our own Sentiments, than by recommending the Scheme on which 
the Bill was founded that paſſed the Houſe of Commons laſt 
Seſſion. = | 

That the Government ſhould take them into their own Hands, 
and ſupport them at a publick Expence, for the impartial and un- 
diſtinguiſhed Benefit of every Trader (which we hope the Trade 
well deſerves) ; and that the Diſpoſition of the Money, which ſhall 
be granted by Parliament for this Purpoſe, may be put into the 
Hands of a Committee of Three Perſons, Traders to the Coaſt, 
from London; Three from Briſtol, and Three from Leverpool ; 
liable to account every Year, in ſuch manner as was pointed out 
by ſaid Bill: And we propoſe, That the Committee ſhould con- 
ſiſt of Perſons from theſe Three Ports only; becauſe the Trade, in 
a great meaſure, is now carried on from Briſtol and Leverpool; and 
it is natural to ſuppoſe They are moſt likely to execute this Truſt in 
the beſt Manner, who have moſt Concern in the Succeſs of it. And 
we propoſe Three in London, as it is the Capital; tho' the Trade 
from thence is not large, to this Coaſt. 5 

And we apprehend, the Wiſdom of Parliament would always 

urſue the ſame Steps; that, as Trade is fluctuating, whenever this 
ranch is remoyed to other Places, the Committee may alſo go 

with it, | | BO TIE 

And as we take this to be the only Method of fixing the Forts 
and Settlements on that Coaſt, to anſwer the beſt Purpoſes to 
Trade, and to be uſeful to the Publick ; ſo we beg Leave further 
to lay before Your Lordſhips the bad Conſequence of having them 
in the Hands of any Trading Company : The Experience of for- 
mer Times ſhews, that ſuch a Company have always done all in 
their Power to prevent the Natives from going off to, or trading 
with, the Ships at Sea, or any one elſe on Shore but themſelves: 
And their own Advantage will always incline them to do the ſame. 
Whereby the Trade has been, and muſt be, in a great meaſure, 
removed from the Settlements to Annamaboe, and other Places of 
free Trade in the Neighbourhood of them, In Proof of this, we 
may venture to aſſert, That more Negroes have been carried from 
Annamaboe alone, in One Year, to our American Plantations, than 
have been in Ten Years from all our Go/d-Cogft Settlements put 
together; for which no Cauſe can be aſſigned, but the Freedom 
of Trade there, and the Want of it at the Forts: Beſides, all the 
Negroes, which the Company can purchaſe, would be ſold to fo- 
reign Nations our Rivals in Trade, and our own Plantations hereby 
be ill ſupplied with Go/d-Coaft Negroes, the beſt of all 6 
| | | M | or 
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For the ſeparate Traders cannot give the Prices the Company will 
always put _ them; which Prices they may get from the 
| Dutch, French, and Portugueſe Ships, as they can ſell them in 
their American Settlements for near Double of what the Britiſh 
Subjects can get in any of ours. 

The Conſequence will, therefore, certainly be, that theſe Fo- 
reigners will be admitted to the Forts by the Company, and carry 
off the whole Trade. 

By the above Regulations theſe, and many other, bad Conſe- 
quences, will be effectually prevented; and if it be eſtabliſhed 
with that Equality of Power in the Execution, to each of the 
Three principal Ports of the Kingdom (which was thought to be 


4a 
— 
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which the Nation can deſire or expect; and will give every Britiſh 

Subject an equal Share in the Benefit of them: Which is all we 

propoſe, or can aim at, in this Repreſentation to Your Lordfhips. 
Hereby they may be rendered greatly uſeful, and well worth 
eſerving; but in the Hands of a Company they will be (as they 


hitherto have been) a Burden and Nuiſance, and obſtruct, rather 


than ſerve, our foreign Trade and Navigation. EH. 

We ſhall trouble Your Lordſhips no further on this Head at 
preſent, but to aſſure you, We think ourſelves under the greateſt 
Obligations to Your Lordſhips for giving us this Opportunity of 
explaining our Sentiments on this important Affair, in which we 
have fo great a Concern : And we rejoice that it is to be laid before 
a Board ſo well acquainted with the true Intereſt of the Trade. 


We doubt not but a Report will be made, by Your Lordſhips, 


that will anſwer the moſt valuable Purpoſes to the Publick. And 
in this Confidence we remain, my Lords, 


7 | Your Lordſhips moſt Obedrent Humble Servants, 


Signed, 


Ad. Lighthody  Yobn Kennion FJoſ. Davies 
 JohnWilliamſon Law, Spencer Rd. Gildart 
Steel Perkins Dev. Paterſou Bryan Blundell 
Vn. Rowe Richard Nicholas Foſenb Clegg 
Wim. Gregoon Jobn Fulton Jah Brooks 


Geo. Langton Wm. Mills Edu. Forbes 
= | | Jobn 
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No: VII. 


C op of a Repreſentation from the 
ugar-Planters and others, to the 
Commiſſioners for Trade and Planta- 
tions, for retrieving, extending, and 
preſerving the Trade to Africa. 


1 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of 
Trade and Plantations ; 


The Repreſentation of the Sugar-Planters, &c, 


NI humbly fheweth, 


HAT we think it altogether unneceſſary to mention to 
your Lordſhips the vaſt Importance of our Trade to Africa; 
| ſince the very Exiſtence and Preſervation of the Brztzfh Sugar- 
Colonies depend on it: And, as moſt of all our Fortunes are 
in the Sugar-Colonies, we beg Leave to lay our Thoughts be- 
fore your Lordſhips, with regard to preſerving that valuable 
Branch of Commerce, in which the general Trade and Naviga- 
tion of this Nation is ſo eſſentially intereſted. 
That it is with the deepeſt Concern we ſee our dangerous Riyals 
the French carrying on ſucceſsfully this Branch of Trade to the 
Coaſt of Cuiney; by which they are enabled to improve and 
extend, to an incredible Height, their Commerce to and from 
their Sugar-Colonies: And notwithſtanding the Crown of Great 
Britain has been in Poſſeſſion of that Trade, particularly on 
the Gold Coaſt, Whydah, and Gambia, above Fourſcore Years ; 
yet the French are daily encroaching on our Rights there. 
Wherefore, unleſs ſome immediate Care is taken to preſerve 
the Forts and Fortifications on that Coaſt, the French will ſoon 
become Maſters thereof; and, conſequently, of the moſt valua- 
ble Branches of Trade on the Coaſt of Africa; as they will 


cret new Forts and Fortifications where-eyer there is Trade; 
| and 
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and thereby ſoon exclude the Subjects of Great Britain from 
every other Part of that Coaſt, as they have already done from 
the Gum-Coaſt, To preſerve and ſecure this Trade therefore 
to the Britiſb Subjects, and to render it beneficial to our Colo- 
nies, we are humbly of Opinion, 


I. That our Forts and Fortifications there ought to be put 


into, and conſtantly kept, not only in a detenſible, but in a 
reſpectable Condition. « | 
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II. That, as the Aid of Parliament is abſolutely neceſſary for 
that Purpoſe, the Ends of granting ſuch Aid will be much bet- 
ter anſwered, by committing that Truſt, and the Application 
of the Money the Parliament ſhall grant, to an incorporated 
Body of Men with a Joint-Stock (made anſwerable, under Penal- 
tics, for the due Execution thereof), than to any temporary, mu- 
table, and tranſient Set of Men whatſoever, who might renounce 


it at Pleaſure, and who would be anſwerable each for his own 
Acts only, and not one for the Acts of another, 


III. That this Trade will be carried on moſt beneficially to 
the Britiſh Nation, and our Colonies, by a Company with a 
joint trading Stock ; without any excluſive Privileges, but under 
ſuch Regulations and Reſtrictions as will leave the Trade free 
and open to all His Majeſty's Subjects; with this particular Con- 
dition, That ſuch a Company have Liberty of carrying annually 
to the Britiſh Colonies a certain Number of Negrocs to be 
limited by Parliament, as, without that Liberty, it is extremely 
doubtful whether the Company will be able to employ their 
Capiral to Advantage: And if there is not a reaſonable Pro- 


ſpe& of that, it cannot be expected, that ſuch Capital can ever 
be raiſed. 


As to the firſt Point, -it. is well known that Trade is now 
conſidered by almoſt every State in Europe as the Source of 
Wealth, and Wealth as the Meaſure of Power, and therefore 
as cagerly contended for as Territory. As no one thinks that he 
is longer ſecure in any Territory, than whilſt he is able to defend 
It, it would be in yain, as we conceive, for the Br:ztzfo Nation to 
think itſelf ſecure in the Poſſeſſion of a Branch of Commerce fo 
very valuable as this, with nothing to protect it but Forts kept up 
as mere Marks of Poſſeſſion, and ſo defenceleſs, that every 

Rival in Trade may kick down with his Foot whenever he 


* pleaſes; 
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pleaſes; that is, whenever the Bait ſhall prove a ſufficient 
Temptation to begin a Quarrel. 


With regard to the Second Point, our Reaſons'for thinking, 
that this Truſt would be better and more faithfully executed by 
a Joint-Stock Company, than by private Men, arc, 


1. Becauſe ſuch a Company would be more intereſted in the 
Duration and Condition of theſe Forts, than any private Man, or 


Number of private Men, would be. For the Care of the latter 


would extend no farther than to make ſuch Reparations as might 
laſt during their own Time, without having any the leaſt Con- 
cern, if the Building were to drop at the End thereof: Whereas 
the Care of a Company would be not only to make a preſent, 
but a laſting Reparation; it being much more reaſonable to 
expect, that a Tenant, who, has the Inheritance of a Houſe, 
would repair it in a more durable manner, and make better 
Proviſion for upholding it, than a Tenant who has only a Leaſe 
for a ſmall Number of Years. 


2. | Becauſe the Publick will have a much better Security for 
the due Application of the Money ſo granted by Parliament, 
from a Company with a Joint-Stock, made anſwerable for it, 
than they can have from any private Perſons whatſoever, 


3. Becauſe ſuch a Company would naturally be much more 
cautious not to take any Step to prejudice the future Trade, 
and much more capable and ſolicitous to extend the Inland 
Trade, hitherto greatly neglected, than any private Man, or 
Number of private Men, whoſe only View would be preſent 
Profit, without the leaſt Regard to Conſequences. 


With reſpect to the Third Point; 


I. That all agree it is the Intereſt of this Nation, that the Bri- 
.. Z;þ Colonies be ſupplied with a Number of Negroes equal to 
their Wants; and that the more Money is employed in this 
Trade, the more Negroes will be imported into our Colonies ; 
and the more there are imported, the leſs exorbitant will their 
Prices be: And as it is evident that more Money will be 
employed in it, when it is divided between a Company and pri- 
vate Traders, than if it were confined to private Traders only, 


we cannot help thinking, as the ſeparate Traders are yery ſenſible 
of 
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of this, but they at preſent will ſtrongly oppoſe a Company's 
having the Liberty of carrying any Negrocs from Africa to 
the Britifh Colonies ; well knowing, that, if none can ſupply 
thoſe Colonies but themſelves, they will then have it much in 
their Power to buy from the Company on the Coaſt of Africa, 
at ſuch Prices only as they ſhall think proper; and, on their 
Arrival at the Colonies, to impoſe their own Prices on the 
Planters. Beſides, thoſe ſeparare Traders will alſo have it in 
their Option to introduce into our Colonies} none but the 
worſt kind of Negrocs that can be purchaſed cheap, at Calabar, 
Congo, Angola, and other Parts of Africa, and thereby neglect 
the Gold-Coaft and Whydah, where our Forts and Caſtles are 
ſituated ; notwithſtanding the only proper Negroes for the Pre- 
ſervation of our Sugar-Colonics are to be purchaſed no- where 
but on that Part of the Coaſt of Africa. 

Our Reaſon for doubting whether a Company will be able to 
_ employ their Capital to Advantage, if they are not permitted to 

carry a certain Number of Negrocs to our Colonies, is, that if they 
have that Liberty, a good Part of their Capital may be thus em- 
ployed, and their chief Profit will ariſ from buying Negtoes on the 
Coaſt; all which, were they reſtrained from exporting, they muſt 
ſcll to private Traders there, who would ſoon know how to make 
their Advantage of this Prohibition, and turn it to the utter Ruin 
of the Company. For, if the Company ſhould at any time buy 
up a great Number of Negroes, which they could not ſell but to 
the ſeparate Traders on the Coaſt, as being debarred the Liberty 
of carrying them to our Colonies, it is but too probable, that thoſe 
Traders would force the Company to ſell their Negroes even 
under ptime Coſt, or leave them on their Hands. So that if 
ever the Company ſhould find themſelves in this Circumſtance 
(which they muſt often be, or elſe let a good Part of their 
Capital lie dead and unemployed), it will be much more eligible 
to ſell ſuch Negroes, though at a loſing Price, than to keep 
them: For Negroes, like Horſes bought for Sale, will ſoon 
eat off their Heads, 

Further, Since thoſe Negroes muſt be confined within the 
Walls of their Forts (as it will not be ſafe either to work them, 
or give them the Liberty of walking about), if they are long 
kept on hand in ſuch Numbers, and under ſuch Confinement, 
there will be a great Riſque of introducing ſome infectious Diſ- 
temper among them: So that, what with the Hazard of Morta- 
lity, and the Expence of Maintenance, the Company muſt be 


under a Neceſſity of ſelling them at the private Trader's Price. 
. 2. That 
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2. That ſuch a Company, with proper Encouragements and 
Directions to promote a good Underſtanding and Harmony with 
all Britiſh ſeparate Traders, may become exceedingly adyantageous 
to all Parties concerned: For thereby ſuch Traders may be induced 
to purchaſe Part of their Negroes of the Company, and thus diſ- 
patch their Ships in Three or Four Wecks, inſtead of Three or 
Four Months; whereby they will be conſiderable Gainers ; in 
Demurrage particularly, beſides ſundry other heavy Charges; but 
above all, in the Health and Soundneſs of their Negroes before 
Sale : And, finally, by means of ſuch Diſpatch on the Coaſt, the 
ſeparate Traders will be enabled to afford Negroes much healthier . 
and cheaper to the Planters; which are Conſiderations of the 


greateſt Conſequence and Moment. 


As to the Objection which the ſeparate Traders may make, 
That if a Joint-Stock Company has a Power to ſend Negroes 
from Gambia, the Gold Coaft, and 'Whydah, directly to our 
Colonies, they will be thereby enabled to monopolize that Trade 
intirely to themſelves; it is anſwered, That the Extenſiveneſs of 
the Coaſt, and the reſtraining the Company, as to the Number 
of Negroes they ſhall be permitted to ſend to our Colonies, will 
prevent all Poſſibility of any Conſequence of this Nature; eſpe- 
cially as the ſeparate Traders may at all Times purchaſe Negroes 
on thoſe Coaſts from the Natives, in caſe the Company's Factors 
ſhould refuſe to ſupply them with Negroes at reaſonable Prices : 
Which they never can be ſuppoſed ro do, as it will be always 
the Company's Intereſt to ſupply the ſeparate Traders at ſuch 
Prices as they can afford to give. And thus, by having the one 
a Cheque on the other, this moſt valuable Branch of Commerce 
will, in our Opinion, be retrieved and extended, to the Honour 
and Intereſt of this Nation, and the Britiſb Colonies be better 

and cheaper ſupplied. | 


That, in Addition to the aboye Repreſentation, we are hum- 
bly of Opinion, it will be indiſpenſably neceſſary to have ſome 
Ships of War conſtantly ſtationed on the Coaſt of Africa, with 
proper Powers, and full Inſtructions, to preſerve inviolable the 
Rights of the Crown of Great Britain, and of the Trading 
Britiſh Subjects; and to prevent the French from carrying on 
any Trade to the Gola. Coaſt and Gambia; without which all 
other Endeavours for preſerving this Trade will be fruitleſs: 
And therefore we beg Leave carneſtly to recommend this to 

your Lordſhips moſt ſerious Attention. = 
| - 
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We cannot conclude, without begging your Lordſhips Per- 
miſſion to return you our moſt ſincere Thanks for that Regard 
which you have been pleaſed to ſhew us, in conſulting upon 


this Occaſion; and moſt humbly ſubmit what we have here 
offered to your Lordſhips Conſideration. 


a Jamaica 
John Sharpe, Agent for 1 and 
{ Barbados, 
Home John Gray 
Montfort Valentine Morris 
'Olyphant John Aſbley 
Samuel Pennant Fulines Beckford 
FJ. Spooner „ Dre 
Luk. Bourrayau Edw. Drax 
Matthew Mills Fra. Mahon 
Tobias Frere © e. Trenit 
Jonas Langford dward Garthwaite 
Henry L aſcelles John Colleton 
Wm. Whitaker | James Herbert 
J. Maxwell! Thomas Hart 
Foſ. Osborne Bruce M. Madan 
Thomas Strode | Thro. Saaff 
Thomas Walker Fohn Aſbley jun. 
Jonas Maynard James Egan 
Alex. Fohnſton J. Spooner 
| Geo. Barclay Sam. Martin 


Beeſton Long Tho. Walker. 
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